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MIDDLE GEORGIA RAILROAD
ASSOCIATION

The Middle Georgia Railroad Association is a non-
profit organization designed to preserve and
promote Railroad History in the Middle Georgia
Area. We also promote railroad modeling and
railfanning. We welcome all members regardless of
sex, religion or race. Railroads include the Central
of Georgia Rwy, Southern Rwy, Seaboard Coast
Line, Atlantic Coast Line, Georgia Southern &
Florida Rwy, Macon & Birmingham, H& FS,
MD&S, Wrightsville & Tennille, LOP&G, SG,
AVE&W, L&N, NC&StL, TAG and many others.
The MGRA meets once a month on the third
f\/!onday evenmg at 7:00 P.M. at the M
RaricsExchanee-Glub located at Central Clty Park
in Macon on January, March, May, July,
September and November and meet at the M2 con
LGORDOGN-BEPOT on February, April, June,
August, October and December. Membership is
320.00 annually. As a member you receive a
monthly Newsletter, invitations to field trips, and
best of all fellowship! Each month there are a wide
range of guest speakers on railroad history, model
clinics. For more information, please check the
MGRA website at:
www.middlegeorgiarailrondassocialion
.com

CENTRAL
GEDRGIA

A Note from the IGRA Chair

A wonderful and Happy New Year to everyone!
Hoping and wishing you the best for 2007. 1do
not know about the rest of you but Santa Claus
had definitely stopped at my house,
wholeheartedly! The MGRA has a line of
excellent programs scheduled for this year.

Our first program for 2007 will be on 15 Jan

2007 attne GORDON DEPOT

beginning at 7 pm. Scheduled program is
“Milledgeville RR” by Charlie Brown. See
vou there and please bring a railroad friend!

Dec 06 MGRA Annual Christmas
Meet A Success!

The DEC 06 MGRA Annual Christmas Meeting that
was held at the GORDON DEPOT was a tremendous
success! THANK YOU ALL for attending and making
the event a success. I believe that we had a record
attendance and still had plenty of food left over. Special
thanks goes to our cook (Bruce Daniel), Fox Byington
who arranged the depot for us, Ken Preston for all the
special equipment, Bob Harpe for the donation of the
beautiful CofGA F3, Rick Bell for setting up his digitrax
display, Bill Jones for his excellent auctioneering and to
the kind folks of GORDON ftor putting up with us!
Another thanks for the CGHS for setting up for us
(Allen Tuten and Russell) Next year’s event has been
scheduled for 1 Dec 07 which will be at the same place
and time in GORDON. See you there

MGRA Trainshow

Plans are being made for our first ever MGRA
Trainshow which is scheduled for 21 May 2007 at
the Gordon Depot. More to discuss about this at
the Jan Meeting. Please be thinking about ideas
that would enhance our show which is exclusive to
our members.

MGRA Officer’s Meet

The annual MGRA Officer’s Meet was held on

7 Jan 2007 at the Central City Park’s Exchange Club in
Macon. Topics discussed were MGRA programs for
2007, the IGRA Trainshow, and the 2007 Christmas
Annual Meet. Good news are that the dues remain at
$20.00/year. If you have not paid yet please do so at the
upcoming meeting on 15 Jan 07 in Gordon. Thank you
for another good year in 2006!

Atlanta Model Train &
Railroadiana Show

Do not forget about the upcoming Atlanta Model Train
& Railroadiana Show set for 6 Jan 07 at th;ﬁrth

Atlanta trade Center in Norcross, GA; hour$!/9 am — 4
pm. Always a good time!
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Pushbutton Technology
Moves The Freight

+
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BROSNAN YARD at Macon, Ga., is Southern’s
newest and most modern electronic classification yard.
In full operation since late 1966, the 500-acre facility
has the never-ending job of keeping Southern’s freight
moving on schedule 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Southern has long recognized the fact that moving
freight swiftly and economically depends primarily on
the efficiency of a railroad’s yards and terminals, At
Macon, careful planning has been combined with
modern technology with the result that a $12 million
investment is paying big dividends. in useful service.

The main purpose of a classification yard is to sort
freight cars into groups according to their destination
so that these blocks of cars may be easily detached
when they reach their final terminal. To better perform
this vital function, Southern’s engineers have designed a
classification system that incorporates many elements of
the new railroad technology including an advanced
digital computer, closed circuit television, long distance
xerography (LDX), microwave communications and
electronic scales.

Brosnan Yard, being Southern’s newest, reflects the
continuing program of constant improvements going on
at all Southern’s yards, improvements brought about by
the introduction of up-dated operating techniques and
technology. As described by J. R. Tipton, assistant
vice-president—Yards and Terminals, “Each of these
yards represents a single integrated yard layout planned
for an uninterrupted flow of freight cars from inbound
trains, through a retarder classification yard and into
outbound trains with a minimum of lost motion. This
enables us to expedite the movement of traffic to make
more efficient use of freight cars and to be better pre-
pared to furnish the very best in freight transportation.”

The yard is centrally located so that a railrcad map
of the state shows a web-like pattern with tracks running
into the facility from seven major points: Atlanta,
Jacksonville, Savannah, Augusta, Albany, Columbus
and Brunswick,

The new facility occupies swampland near a much
smaller, former Central of Georgia yard. Building the
new yard meant reclaiming the land from surrounding
swamps; a levee and four large pumps now keep the
area water-free,

A total of 89 miles of track surround the six-story
main tower built on the hump at the approximate center
of the yard. To the south of the tower are eight receiv-
ing tracks for incoming trains. The classification yard,

(Left) An aerial view of Brosnan Yard with the city of Macon, Ga., in the
background. Forwarding tracks run the length of the yard to the right.
The hump and main tower are in the approximate center of the picture
with receiving tracks in the foreground and the 50-track classification
yard toward the top of the picture.

Jobs follow the freight

consisting of 50 tracks with a capacity of 38 to 60
cars each, is north of the main tower. To the east and
running almost the entire four and one-half mile length
of the yard are eight forwarding tracks where outbound
trains are built. Freight cars coming in for local
industries are sorted at a separate ten-track industrial
yard.

Two thoroughfare tracks provide north-south access
through Brosnan Yard. One of these passes under the
hump through what is believed to be the largest steel
pipe culvert in the world. The giant pipe is 205 feet
long and 26 feet in diameter.

At Macon, as in all of Southern’s newer push-button
yards, cars are classified through force of gravity using
the “humping” principle. Cars are pushed up an incline
(hump) and then allowed to roll free down the other side
through a master retarder, one of five group retarders
and into one of fifty classification tracks. When an out-
going train is made up, cars are pulled from the classifi-
cation tracks and the consist built on one of the for-
warding tracks. An average of 18 outgoing trains are
assembled _each day at Macon, with from 3,600 to
4,000 cars being handled in the yard.

A television camera takes a closed circuit picture of
incoming trains as they enter Brosnan Yard and trans-
mits the picture to viewers in the yard office. Microwave
is used to transmit the picture rather than conventional
cable lines—an innovation that greatly increases the
reliability of the system.

At the yard office in the main tower a clerk watches
a TV receiver—as each/ car comes on screen he reads
its identification symbol and number into a tape
recorder. On entry into the receiving yard, the con-
ductor of the incoming train places the waybills cover-
ing the cars in the train into a carrier in a pneumatic
tube system that terminates in the yard office.

Waybills are compared with the recorded car num-
bers and a “switch list” is made up. This list shows the
car identification, its destination, weight (or an instruc-
struction to weigh) and the classification track to which
it should go. Pneumatic tubes carry copies of the
switch list to all the key operating personnel in the
yard including the retarder operator, hump conductor
and pit inspector. ,

Once the switch list is prepared, exact copies of the
waybills and a “header” (train number, where from,
where to, etc.) giving the time of arrival of the train
is sent over an LDX circuit to Southern’s Control Cen-
ter in Atlanta. Similarly, when the consist of an out-
bound train is made up, copies of the waybills also
go to Atlanta with a header noting the estimated time
of departure of the train. In both cases the information
is rapidly fed into a computer at the Control Center
where it immediately becomes available information for






